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not preoccupied rather by some childish no-
tion ? Perhaps somebody read a sermon to
you about me. You should not be afraid of
me. Your natural prudence counts for
much, doubtless, in your disinclination to see
me. Be reassured, I shall not fall in love
with you. A few years ago, it might have
happened; now I am too old and I have
been too unfortunate. I came near falling
in love when I went to Spain. It is one of
the beautiful acts of my life. The woman
who was the cause of my voyage never knew
it. If I had remained, I. would have done,
perhaps, something very foolish: I would
have offered to a woman worthy of all the
happiness that one may enjoy on earth, in
exchange for the loss of all the things that
were dear to her, a tenderness which I felt
was inferior to the sacrifice which she would
have made, perhaps. You recall my moral:
4'Love excuses everything, but one must be
sure that it is love." Be persuaded that
this precept is more rigorous than those of
your Methodist friends. Conclusion: I shall
be charmed to see you. Perhaps you will
make the acquisition of a real friend, and I